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The world’s largest 300 pension funds 

  

 

  

  

  

  

Our annual study of the world’s largest 300 

pension funds shows a picture of persistent 

asset growth - over 50% on a five-year 

cumulative basis - to peak at a new record 

of US$23.6 trillion. Yet growth has been 

slowing and pension funds can expect to 

face elevated macro uncertainty, adding to 

the challenge of balancing short-term 

financial resilience with long-term financial 

and climate sustainability. At the same time 

the industry has obligations to push forward 

with its sustainability agenda, 

acknowledging this is not its primary goal, 

but is a prime goal. 

  

  

  
 

  

Explore study findings  

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

https://web.willistowerswatson.com/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_JVPICxviVP5sbOvTZqyMd15xtB9tAhzu3JfTkhOuwjwht7aavaC5c9K8ctkyMc9pNlu8J5EHUN6r7u5BNORjc9ceBwsETiv0ani-978DQ&md_id=57597
https://email2.willistowerswatson.com/v/NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_GXsehQsRhpI7XIaYMshexnstH3l8l0LLaaFvjIdgtjgJXbuOXAXjhVGA-RMIPnitO0=
https://www.thinkingaheadinstitute.org/research-papers/the-worlds-largest-pension-funds-2022/


Top1000funds ARTICLE: What’s in a name? 

It’s time to step up on sustainable investing, not an excuse to give up. 
  

 

  

Roger Urwin writes about how ESG is going through an identity crisis with some 

dismissive commentators risking a derailment of the many associated industry 

efforts towards greater sustainability. He asserts that executing on sustainability 

impact is a primary industry goal and ESG activities are still the best route we have 

for achieving it, despite its limitations. Read article 
  

 

  

  

  

PODCAST: Hybrid working 
  

In the first episode of our new podcast series - Investing for 

Tomorrow -  Roger Urwin, Marisa Hall and Isabella Martin discuss 

hybrid working and how it might affect investment organisations 

into the future. Listen here 
 

 
  

  
 

  

 

  

PRESS RELEASE: New 

reporting standard  
  

 

  

  

 

  

VIDEO: 20 years of Thinking 

Ahead 
  

Marisa Hall interviews Roger Urwin 

and Tim Hodgson about the origin 

story, the highlights, the pitfalls and 

the future. They share their passion 

for collaboration and co-creation with 

members on this journey into the 

https://www.top1000funds.com/2022/08/whats-in-a-name/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Top1000fundscom%20August%2030%20EDM%20No1285&utm_content=Top1000fundscom%20August%2030%20EDM%20No1285+CID_06089004c5ccd4d378b8c9a4940a745c&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Whats%20in%20a%20name
https://www.thinkingaheadinstitute.org/podcasts/hybrid-working/


We recently released the open-

source computer code to facilitate 

implementation of our Fundamental 

Return Attribution (FRA) framework, 

which we believe could transform 

investment industry reporting if widely 

adopted. 

Read release  

Read media article 

Watch explainer videos 
  

future, in search of real innovation 

and big-idea success. 
  

Watch interview   
  

 

  

 

  

NEWS 

We are delighted to have welcomed a number of highly influential new members this 

year including: The Church of England Pensions Board, New Zealand Super Fund, 

PGGM, Universities Superannuation Scheme, Rest Super, Commonwealth 

Superannuation Corporation, Insight Investment, Coca Cola, Aware Super and Robeco 

Asset Management. If you would like to hear more about becoming a member please 

contact Paul Deane-Williams. 
  

 

  

  

  
 

  

  

  
 

  

Learn more about the Thinking Ahead Institute 
  

 

  

What's on this 

year? 

2022 events 

 

  

 

  

What is the Thinking 

Ahead Institute? 

Our members 

 

  

 

  

Explore our latest 

insights and 

research 

TAI homepage 

  

  

 

  

  

  
 

  

https://www.thinkingaheadinstitute.org/news/article/institute-sets-new-investment-industry-reporting-standard/
https://www.top1000funds.com/2022/06/fundamentally-resetting-reporting/
https://www.thinkingaheadinstitute.org/research-papers/fundamental-return-attribution/
https://www.thinkingaheadinstitute.org/videos/20-years-of-thinking-ahead/
https://email2.willistowerswatson.com/NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_FcrzJm9QAQGhvWmcInhDnvqyZ2VexhXXEXQaOZWjuOWlXvAUpy6uSqdPqfs5a5-yJ4=
https://email2.willistowerswatson.com/NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_JTGYORbFX6ftza06L3albIFYiNjr6sb_vm-3--qJOnu4KRyzsze_w9HDZ3tAIEO6eE=
https://email2.willistowerswatson.com/NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_KLgQrRofLlA0F9cPmzrjGlpc0tjRKLeub06HktFq1CZstwZYiV5pPjv5H4CTBuXPCY=
https://email2.willistowerswatson.com/NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_AqLGHWkP2ha02_hj2NqGIUgu3LEUrCp-lY0AtmdoapYyoT6bjCJzQvYbRrJ3YGIAF4=


  

  

Want to see more? 
  

If you'd like to read more on our recent research and events all 

previous copies of Grapevine can be found at the link below. 
  

View previous issues  

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

Please do share this with your colleagues.  
If you have been forwarded this email and 

want to receive it in future  subscribe 

here. 
  

Feel free to forward 
  

 

  

  

 

  

We love it when others get involved with 

our mission. To find out how you can help 

or have a deeper impact on a particular 
topic just   get in touch. 

  

Join our community 
  

  

  

 

  

  
 

  

About the Thinking Ahead Institute 

The Thinking Ahead Institute was established in January 2015 and is a global not-for-profit investment 

research and innovation member group made up of engaged institutional asset owners and service 

providers committed to mobilising capital for a sustainable future. It has over 50 members around the 

world and is an outgrowth of the Thinking Ahead Group which was set up in 2002. Learn more 

at thinkingaheadinstitute.org. 

 

About WTW 

At WTW (NASDAQ: WTW), we provide data-driven, insight-led solutions in the areas of people, risk 

and capital. Leveraging the global view and local expertise of our colleagues serving 140 countries and 

markets, we help you sharpen your strategy, enhance organizational resilience, motivate your 

workforce and maximize performance. 

 

Working shoulder to shoulder with you, we uncover opportunities for sustainable success—and provide 

perspective that moves you. 
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https://email2.willistowerswatson.com/NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_F7bXvfF5qnolTz8FplOOhhq9NqxYwv_06QzS6K2vw94iMWg6opTbGu5vOB8IHhVoAA=
https://email2.willistowerswatson.com/NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_F7bXvfF5qnolTz8FplOOhhq9NqxYwv_06QzS6K2vw94iMWg6opTbGu5vOB8IHhVoAA=
https://email2.willistowerswatson.com/NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_KpYhCTbAXzvsdpeiy7QWFLWs090DIxNoRb-H2G0Epg-LNCGYzLnaLzsYx-HDO3h1ns=
https://email2.willistowerswatson.com/NzQyLUxaWS0yMzEAAAGCye6b_JHs9aNL7DRM2n7WWETvQkZ1JY_UWnl7bU-4nBOVjFTslYZ7c_eIdTur5Y58zxBbBLY=


 

  

Follow us on social media: 
  

 

  

 

  
   

  

  
 

  

Not interested? 

Don't send me this newsletter> 
 

  

  
 

  

Contact Us 

  Privacy Policy 

  Update Subscriptions 

  Unsubscribe 

  

  

  
 

  

WTW, 51 Lime Street, London, EC3M 7DQ, United Kingdom 
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